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Regional nature park candidate since 2009 
244 km2 park area 
37’000 inhabitants 
canton of Aargau 

 
 

 

 
 

Close to nature - close to 
settlements  

The Aargau Jura rises in a green ridge 
between the urban agglomerations on 
the southern edge of the Jura and the 
metropolitan areas of Basle and Zurich. 
The Jura range attains a height of 350 m 
above the valley floor and thus 
influences both settlement activity and 
intensity of use. The Aargau Jura park 
has many unspoilt valleys, which in spite 
of their proximity to heavily populated 
areas impart an unusual solitude. It is 
not only an important nearby 
recreational area for people. For both 
flora and fauna it is an important and 
large compensation space which is 
geographically coherent. 

 

Cultural landscapes of 
national importance 

The Jura park has many rich cultural 
landscape elements including tall oat-
grass and dry meadows, standard fruit-
tree orchards, stepped forest edges and 
hedges. The Aargau Jura park area 
includes - either totally or in part - four 
BLN areas (Federal landscape and 
natural monuments inventory) and two 
alluvial area objects of national 
importance. The orchid pine forests are 
of particular value, and the region bears 
the responsibility for protecting these on 
a European level. The small-structured 
soil conditions often change and this 

permits rare plants to flourish and also 
offers a habitat for interesting wildlife. 
For wild animals the region is an 
intersection of two axes of movement 
(Jura north-south axis) and its corridors 
are listed with the highest priority. 

 

Of layers, folds and stones 

The park perimeter is formed in the 
north by the table Jura (Tafeljura) and in 
the south by the last foothills of the Jura 
chain. In the table Jura typical table 
areas, rugged rock edges, talus or scree 
and cracks occur, whilst in the Jura 
chain there are more thrust faults, 
sackungs (up-hill facing scarps), 
slippages and sink holes. The 
interrelations between landscape and 
geology can be seen directly in many 
locations in the Aargau Jura park.  In the 
rock layers in the Jura the most 
remarkable fossils from the primordial 
Thetys Sea appear. Hobby geologists 
both young and old have the possibility 
of chipping for ammonites in different 
places with their hammers and chisels. 
In the sediments of the shallow sea 
water there are also iron-bearing layers, 
which constitute the richest formation in 
Switzerland within the Aargau Jura. 
Mining of iron-ore and flotation around 
the villages of Herznach and Wölflinswil 
has a long tradition and has accordingly 
left behind a great many mining 
galleries. One of the Jura park sub-
projects is to open up one of these 

galleries and make it accessible for 
visitors. 

 

Intact villages and tradition 

Almost half of the park communities in 
the Aargau Jura park have villages of 
national importance. Due to their 
geographical demarcation away from 
the urban centres, living traditions could 
be maintained in these villages. 
According to a new study of the ETH 
(Federal Institute of Technology) in 
Zurich the Aargau Jura park area is one 
of the least dissected areas in the 
cantons of Aargau, Basle-Country and 
Solothurn. 

www.jurapark-aargau.ch 
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